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Appendix 19: ADB’s Interim Advisory Note on COVID19
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Appendix 20: Sample Chance Find Protocol 

 

Introduction  

 

Project town being a heritage town, there are possibility of any chance finds (artefacts) 
recovery during excavations. Contractors working at heritage towns must take additional 
care not to destroy or damage historic features during excavations. There may be many 
buried historic features in heritage towns such as – idols, toys, wells, ancient drains, remains 
of buildings, other walls, grain pits, etc. Every care must be made not to destroy these during 
excavations. 

 

Excavator drivers need to be instructed to be aware of hitting buried features and that they 
must be investigated before continuing work. When features are encountered during 
mechanical excavation, work should stop and the PIU/Consultants engineers must be 
informed immediately so that they can be inspected at the first opportunity. 

 

When historic features such as walls, brick constructions and other features are 
encountered during excavation the excavation must be stopped immediately and the 
PIU/Consultants must be informed immediately.  

 

1.1 Contractors’ instruction: As soon as contractor recovers any chance find during any 
excavation works for pipe laying, they should immediately inform PIU/Consultant present 
in town about the chance find recovery. Immediately stop the excavation activity near point 
of recovery. After PIU/consultants engineers come at site, contractor should follow 
cleaning and photography in supervision of PIU/Consultant engineers. 

 

1.2 Cleaning - When a feature/chance find is discovered it must be defined by careful 
cleaning. Roots must be removed and dirt must be carefully cleaned away. The section or 
trench base should also be cleaned back for a little distance around the feature.  

 
 

1.3 Record photography – When the feature is clean good photography should be taken – 
vertical and face-on shots and a few general shots of the feature, also showing its position 
in relation to surrounding features, buildings, etc. The photographed should be catalogued 
(date, location, direction of shot)  

 

1.4 Drawn record -When features/chance finds are revealed a drawn record should also be 
made.  

 

a. General location record – measuring its position and orientation within the protected 
site / in relation to surrounding structures  

 

b. Record drawings – detail drawings made in plan and section/profile. The extent 
(edges) of the feature should be drawn and the level of the existing ground surface 
and the top and base of the feature should be recorded. These levels should be 



300  Appendix 20 
 

 

marked on the drawings. The drawings should include detail of the construction of the 
feature. Perspective sketches could also be made if necessary. Explanatory notes can 
also be put on the drawings.  

 

 

1.5 Reporting finds - When finds are made these should be reported to PIU/Consultants. 
Photographs and record drawings should be sent.  

 

1.6 Discovery of historic objects - When clearance and excavation takes place artifacts and 
historic objects are sometimes found. These should be recovered and kept in a safe place. 
The place of discovery should be recorded and each find given a number and tag tied to 
the find with the same number on it. A list of the finds should be kept (with the find No. 
And place of discovery and date of discovery recorded). 

 

1.7 PIU/Consultants responsibility- PIU/Consultants should inform in written to the State 
Archaeological Department at the earliest with photographs and request to Archaeology 
Department to visit the site and hand over the chance finds to them. 

 


